
 

May 19, 2020 
 
Dear SJC Families 
 
Return to Full-time Schooling for All Students 
In light of last night’s announcement that all public school students in NSW will be returning to full time,                   
face-to-face instruction from next Monday, the Lismore CSO has decided to follow suit. This means that all                 
students will be expected to return to St Joseph’s College from next Monday (May 25). Students will be                  
following their usual timetable. We will continue our staged re-entry for Years 7 and 10 this week.  
 
A number of families have indicated that their child will not return to school for the time being due to                    
relevant vulnerabilities and this has been noted on our student management system. If a student is absent,                 
the usual procedures will be applied where a family will receive an SMS and be expected to respond with                   
the reason for the absence. Vulnerable staff will also continue to be supported.  
 
There will be a number of events that cannot occur at the College for the remainder of the semester                   
including excursions, College or Year Group Assemblies and Masses. We are maintaining our stance that               
only gatherings of a class size indoors will occur. We are still assessing the viability of running a health                   
standard compliant Athletics Carnival this term and continue to look into the possibility of retreats and                
camps next term.  
 
I hope this news is greeted with relief by families as your child will move into a sense of normality. I would                      
like to publicly acknowledge the efforts of all staff in moving to the blended learning environment and the                  
immense amount of effort that has gone into organising the logistics of this transition period. I would also                  
like to thank families for their support during this difficult time. It has no doubt been a testing time having                    
your child learning in an online environment but hopefully the skills they have acquired during this time will                  
prove worthwhile and highly useful in years to come. 
 
End of Super Afternoons 
The resumption of face-to-face instruction will of course see the end of our super afternoons. Tomorrow will                 
be the final one of these and next week will be normal instruction (using Tuesday to Friday bell times each                    
day including Monday). 
 
Fee Support 
If your family is experiencing financial hardship, please be sure to contact the Parish Office to discuss how                  
you can be supported.  
 
This will, or course, be the last of my fifteen crisis management parent communication letters that                
commenced back in mid-March. I pray there will be no recurrence of this crisis as our country moves out of                    
the restrictions imposed of late and that people continue to do all they can to mitigate the risk of infection.                    
As always, if you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact the College. 
 
Kind regards and take care 

 
Scott Thomson 
College Principal 

 


